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: Le Krom te 
#985> wa woult athe te avoid bringing about any situa- 
tion likely to result in an armed clash with Soviet 
Russie until strateric circumstances permit it: and 

so get the German Government to understand this position 
of ours and nerotiato vith them so that at least for 
the present they would not insist upon exchanging 
diplomatic notes on this question. 


Irn doing this, explain to them at con- 
siderable length that insofar as American materials basing 
shipped to Soviet Russia throvgh any point lying within 
the scope of our intelligence are concerned, they are 
neither of high ouality nor of large ouantity, and that 
in case wo start our war with the United States we will 
capture all American ships destined for Soviet Russia. 
Pleese endoavor to come to an understanding on this line. 

ae BENTRCP 
insist upon 
ir that cuse 
statement to 


waters and set them to arree procedure permitting 
the addition of a statement to the effect that so long 
as strategic raasons continue to make it necessary for 
us to keep Soviet Russia from fighting Japan (what I 
moan is that we cannot capture Soviet ships), we cannot 
carry this out thoroughly. 


3. In case the Cerman Government refuses to 
agree with 1 and 2 and mekos their approval of this 
question absolutoly corditional upon our participation 
in the war and upcen our concluding a treaty against 


making a separate peacc, Wo have no way but to postpone 
the conclusion of such a treaty. This point is intended 
for you to bear in mind. 
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“Saxon nations 
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I hereby certify that 


of Janancse ressa3¢res have heen intercenoted bv electric 


or nhysical mecns, decrynted, and tra-slited by 


tratned »rersonnel of the “ar arc Navy Devartrents, 
accurate ace aythentic to the best of my 
knowledge a-0 beltaf insofar »¢ it ts huranly voss*ble 


for ar ocecidjentel arcrvrately te translate Janavrese 


scrint. 
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